L i - B ey T L T e T L S SRR A

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/19 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600270225-2

50X1-HUM

cussiFicarion  comrmenrrit {, (i e f1ak
CENTRAL INTELLIGENGE AGENCY REPORT

INFORMATION FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS  CD NO,

COUNTRY Pplend DATE OF
‘ " INFORMATION 1947

SUBJECT Econcmic -~ Shipping
HOW ‘ ‘ DATE DIST. 4 Dec 1949
PUBLISHED  Book
Wi“..l(i
PUBLISHED ~ Warsaw NO. OF PAGES * 5
DATE '
PUBLISHED 1948
SUPPLEMENT TO

LANGUAGE Polish ~ REPORT NO.

RIS . THE MATIONZL DIFERIS B
Mor THX UNITED STAYES WITWIN THE BRANIAS OF ESPIOMASK ALY B8O

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

ll.ﬂ’l' " M' REPRODECTION OF YIII FORE 18 PROKISITED.

SQURCE Chapter VII, Part 1, Rooznik Przemyslu Odrodzome) Polski (Yearbock. of
Industry of Rogensrated Foland), 24 P4, issuned by "Jngros” Economic
Information Publishing Cooperative, published by Stats Graphic Bstab-
liekmente.

POLISH OCEAN SHIPPING AND PLANS FOR ITS DEVELOPMENT

Capt Henryk BoraXowski
Chiet, Shipping Br, Merchant Marine

At the end of 1945, the entire Polish merchant fleet was still outside the
boundaries of the country. The offices of the largest shipping enterprises of
Poland, GAL (Gdynia-Americe Shipping Lines, Limited), Zegluga Polska (Polish Bhip-
ping, Limited), and Polbryt (Polish-British Shipping Associatiom, Limited) were .
still in London. The shipping enterprises and the ships 414 rot return to Poland
until March 1946, upon completion of megotimtions by the UMA (United Maritime
Authoritiee), en international shipring orzanization which vas formed during the
war and handled all the ocean-going veesele of all the Allies except those of
the UBSR, The Polish passenger and freight sh!ps such as the MS Batory, SS Ko-
sciuszko, ‘and 65 Pulaski were undexr charter (Bareboat charter or time charter)
to the Minietry of War Tramsport of England until April 1946, vhile the MB Bo-
biegki was under charter to the seme ministry until the fall of 19%6.

Degpite the fact that the ships were released from war operations in
March 1946, the Polish shipping enterprises could not transfer their activi-
ties from London to Poland until the following transactione essential to nor-
mal operations were completed: (a) releass of the shipping companies' funds
by the Bank of England for the disposal of the Fational Bamk of Poland; (b) or- Bl
genization and mainteneance of regular and normal telephone end telegraph com- e
mmications with all countries, especially soaccast countries, and assurance
of fast postal service; and (c) assurance of office space on the ssacoast for
the geveral hundred officials end living guartsrs for several hundred femilies,
etec.

‘As of 1 October 1946, the offices of the GAL, Zegluga Polska, and Polbryt

were eetablished in Gdynia. The three enterprises were organized as Joint stock
,companies before the war and were almost eniirely financed by state capital.
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Only 1.5 percent of GAL cepital was owned by Danish stockholders emd mot even 8
rercent of Polhryt stock wes owned by English stockholders. At the outbreak cof
the ‘war, these gompeniss csme under the Juylsdiction of the Minister of Industry
and Trede, according to the Statute of 30 Marchk 1939 regarding commmicatiocne in
the service of netionel defense. According to Article 19 of this statute, in
cmee of war, municipal nd private shipping snterprises pass ynder the suthority
of the Minister of Industry and Trade and their asdministretions bscome operating
agencies off the Ministry.

Dur the S wer years, the merchant marine wes under the Jurisdiction of
the Minister of the Tressury and the Minister of Industry and Trade until the
middie of 1942, and from then on wnder the Minister of Induetry, Trade, and
Ravigation.

VYith the ocutbrsek of the war, the offices of the shipping companies were
disrupted, with no represemtation abroad. Trystees were appointed for each of
the three companies me m'ovided for in the decree on the adminiatration and
disposition of Polish propsrty abroed. In the secand half of 1944, the Trus-
tees, Limited, of Zegluga Polska and Polbryt relessed the zeasts of the two
‘canpanies to GAL, which hae administered and disposed of more then 92 percent
of 11 the Polish merchant vessels from that tims until the present, and is
itself undar compulsory state control. The reorganization of the three ship-
ping companies according tc their original setup is to take plece in the near
future.

At tho beginning of 1945, the totel tonnage of merchent ships at the dis-
posel of t;:a ‘iree shipping compenies operating with govermment cepitel was
101,995 grags rogietered tons; the tomnage of the remaining companies operat-
ing with privete cepital wag 7,076 gross registersd tons.

The table belov gives ihe status of the Polish merchent flest at the be-

ginning of 1946:

Ocean-Going Vesssls of GAL-
Kamo of Vessel and Type - DWT ERT HRT
NS Batory - pags, frt 5,560 1%,287 8,102
M8 Sobieski " 7,260 11 2030 6,351
88 Pulagki® " " 6,1%0 5h5 3,820
88 Eoscinesko " " © 5,300 6,825 b, 207
MS Moreka Wole - frt k,556 3,223 . 1,972
M8 Stelova Wole . 4,556 3,208 1,972
S8 Bielystok " 1o,u90 7.172.79 4,278,03
88 Tobruk - " 10,430 7,047.96 4,976.64
88 Narvik " 10,420 7,031, 40 4,967.02
88 Baltyk " 10,098 7,001.47 5,121.26
88 Boryslaw " 8,635 5,977.33 4,04k.04

*he obeolote uneconcmical vegsels built before World War I were sold at a
profit to British Minisiry of War Trensport in April 1946, at a time when
ench vessols were etill demireble for army transports.

DUY--dead-weight tonnags; BRT--gross meacurement cepacity In registered toms;
RRT--net meagurement capacity in registered tons; one registered ton equale 2.83
cubic meters.
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Ocean-Going Vessels of Z2ogluga Polska, Limited
: Freigl_xtez.'a Dwr IRT HRT
' 88 Wisle 5,1%6 3,108 1,844
88 Wilno 2,850 2,018 1,121
55 Katowice 2,850 © 1,995 1,107
85 Erskow ‘ 2,850 2,018 1,121
MS Lechistan 3,070 1,507 . 99k
M5 Lewant 3,070 1,923 996
83 Slask , 1,515 1,402 758
S8 Bel 1,545 1,066 504
M3 Oksyvie 1,010 766 3hp
8S Pornan 2,850 = “ 2,018 1,121
S8 Torta 2,850 2,018 1,1208
’ I 3
*Recoversd in April 1946 29,606 20,239 11,030 ‘

In 19%6, Zegluge Polska also assumed operstion of two Danzig ships obteined
by Poland as reparations: the 88 Rate) formerly the Welchsel, 1,021 gross Tegis-
tered tons, end the SS Nyssa, formerly the Bafnia, 546 groms registered tons.

Ocean-Going Vessels of Polbryt

Froighters Dur Y by
88 Lech 2,110 1,568 79
85 Lublin 1,97k 1,k09 687
88 Lide 2,110 1,968 790

6,194 4,545 2,267

During the entire year of 1946, Zegluga Polska was operating five Type "K*
vessale leased from the US government for a token dollar: the S8 Kutno, 88 Kolno,
88 Krosno, 88 Kowel, and SS Kislce with a total capacity of 9,360 gross registered
tons. The 88 Kielce sank in the Englisk Channel after collision with a Britieh
vesgel in March 1946. GAL was orerating only ope vessel leased from the US govern-
ment, the 88 Opole, 7,176 gross reglstered tons. In October 1946, the US govern-
ment terminated lease agreements for the above-named vessels, which were returned
to the US early in 1947.

Three private shipping compenies, in exietence before the war, 1.e., (1)
Polskarob (Polish-Séandinavian Transport Compeny, Limited) which during the war
operated under the neme of A. Falter; (2) Baltic Shipping Company; and (3) Rotnert
Lo " and Kilaczycki, remained outside of Poland throughout 1946, and their vessels did

. not call at Polish ports. A. Falter had two ships, the SS Kmiciz, 1,894 gross
rogistered tons, and the Kordecki, 1,948 gross reglstered tons, The Baltic Ship-
Ping Compeny hed ths 88 Karocz, 1,794 gross reglstered tons, and the S§ Chorzow,
845 gross reglstered toms, which was subsequently sold. Rothert and Kileczycki
hed only one ship, the MS Bug, 499 groes registered tome.

The present Polish merchent marine is not adequate either in size or quality
for the economic needs of the country and must be greatly increased. The carry-
ing capacity of the 27 ocean-going veessls available &t the end of 1946 totaling

. 94,698 grosd registered tons was less than 2 million tons & year. The equipment

: is not the modern high-grade oquipment Poland had bafors the war. During the war,
many Polish vessels operated without adequate annual repairs and now rJquire major
repairs. The MS Batory, the largest Polish shlp carrying passsengsrs and freight,
was returned to GAL by the British in April. It was put up in thke Antwerp ship-
vards for general repairs and also for the reconversion of its installations from
vartime ‘o peacetims operations. Because of a fire which broke out on the ship
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in July 19%€ end the strike of Antwerp port workers In December 1946, the rs-
pairs took over 6 monthe to compleie. The shilp did not leave until 1 April for
its first voyege to New York via Southempton where it picked up 850 passengers,
resetablishing the prewar passenger and freight service to North Amsrica. The
M8 Bobieski was releesed to GAL in Cctober 1946 by the British and wes put in
the Gdansk shipyards for general repairs apd for rebuilding. On 29 April 1947,
the Sobleski left for Genoe to start the regular Genoa-Cannes-New York run, a
wvell-paying export of ocean services.

v The deteriorated comdition of the Polish msrchent fleet compared to 1939
‘_’ 1 is part of the price paid by Poland in the fight for victory., The Germen shipa
! roceived through reparations partly compensated Polerd for its losaes.

In 16k5, the remaining German merchant fleet was divided emong the three
H big Allies, who in turn wore to redistribute the spoils among the emaller Allies.
n Polznd 18 to recelve 15 percent of the Soviet share of merime reperations.

In September 1946, during the stay in Moecow of Drk Petrusewicz, Vice-Minister
of Navigation, it wee decided that Folend's allotment would bs 19 ships totaling
54,000 groes reglstered toms, 1.e., 3 passenger ships, 3 regular freighters, 6
tramp ohips, one ocesn rallroed ferry, onme tanker, one lightsr, one hulk of an
unfinished ship, and 3 tugs. These ships, vwhich were released to Polend in the
firet balf of 1947, are listed below:

Neme Iype
Polish German ERT DWT Speed Built
56 Jaglello Duala Pass 6,139 3,000 16 1938
£8 Beniowski EKaiser n 1,900 - 16 1905
~ 88 Waza Meklenburg " 1,547 koo 13 1903
- W8 Waza Schikses " 117 -- -- 1927
g 85 Olsziyn Inkentwrm Frt 1,925 3,200 10 194k
1 .M 88 Opole Irena Oldendorf " 1,923 3,200 10 19k
. 88 Kutno Eelga-Ina " 2,181 3,375 9.5 1925
i 58 Ealiez Boltenhof " 3,300 5,630 8.5 1911
88 Kolobrzeg Schleawig-
. Holetein " 2,369 4,180 9 1921
M3 Waryneki  Athen y 4,900 7,185 14,5 1937
58 Pulaski Leuna " 6,700 9,825 13.5 1928
88 Kplno Nordlicht " 2,491 3,200 13.5 1038
M8 Karpaty Adria " 6,000 9,500 12 1928
85 Kosciuszko Rheinfels " 7,763 11,200 16 193k
Oliva - Hulk No 852 not completed
Zudbr Bartenflet Tug 219 1,100 hp
Bawol Rechtenflet " 148 1,100 hp
Cyklop Statman n -— 480 np

In addition to wer reparstions, the Polieh merchant marine is being lncreased
by restitution of ships which before the war flew the Polish or the Gdansk flag.
In 1946, through the efforte of the Polish Marine Missicn in London,.ite agency
in Hamburg, and the delsgats to the Marine Branch of the Polish Military Mission
in Berlir, 40 formsr Folish merchant ehips were identified, reclaimed, end rs-
turned to Poland. JAmong these were the freighter Torun, several Gdynle tugboats,
a number of fishing cutters, amd two former Gdansk ships, the 58 Weichael and the
S8 Hafnia, now the Rate) and the Nyssa, respectively. Nsgotiatione are continu-
ing end 1t 18 expacted that the Robur VIII, the MS Blelako, 4,660 gross registered
tons, and the lLevant II will be returned to Polend.

In summing up Polend's accomplishkmente in merine shipping in 1946, one should
mention: the conversion to peacetime trade operations; the return to Polend of the
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most important shipping enterprises, GAL, Polbryt, and Zegluge Poleke; the sub-
stential restitution of Polish vessels; ths preliminery work to secure our share
of reparations; ard ressteblishing, under the Polish Flsg, scheduled sallings
from Gdynia and Gdensk to eestern and western porta of Swedsn, Antwerp, London
eni Hull, the US, Brazil end Argentins, and Alexendrie, Haifa, and Tel Aviv,

The rebuilding and development of the Polish merchent marine was treated
very modestly in the Three-Yeer Bconomic Plan. The dsvelopment is to be accam-
pliched es much es possible without the use of investment funde s 1.8,, by BaCUr-
ing vesssls through reparations; reslaiming former Polish veessls, ralsing snd
rehebilitating sunken vessels, and, to a emell extent, by buillding new vesaela.
By 1949, the flest 1s expected to reach a capacity of about 260,000 grosa regis-
tered toms, tripling Poland's 1946 tomnage of 94,698 gross registered tons, The ER
expanslon of the Polish merchen: marine should be & function of Polish foreign D]
trade augmented by trensit trads. The volume of gonds handled by the ports will R P N
determine the dsvelopment of Polend's ocesn shipping. BSince & great part of
Poland's overseas trade consists of bulk goods, coal end ore, great emphasis will
be put on tremp shipping.

Bivmlteneously, the dsvelommsnt of a metwork of reguler lines will trems-
form the Polilsh ports from mere transshipment ports to ccumsercial ports. Emphasise
will be placed primerily on the development of & dense network of auxiliary lines
and lines counecting with vountries with which Foland has renewed trade relaticns.

The plans for 1947 are: (a) to put into sexrvice the Germen ships, totaling
67,100 dead-weight tons, receiwsd through reperations; (b) to purchase one US
Victory-type vessel of 10,000 dead-weight tons (c) to put into service the re-
claime” MS General Walter, the former Bislsko, 6,500 dsad-weight tons. The total
fleet will increase by 83,600 dead-weight tons.

According to the provisions of the Three-Yeer Economic Plem, orders weie
placed with domestic chipyards for six ore and coal carrlers, each having a
capacity of 2,500 dead-weight tons, and with foreign shipyards for one Hsl-type
vessel of 1,500 dead-weight tcne cepacity and two Gocle-type vessels, each of
1,125 dead-weight toms capacity.

Comstal shipping which started operation in late 1945 but did not begin to
teke on real form until the fall of 1946, also forms a part of the merchant marine.
On 20 November 1946, Gryf (Polish Comstal Shipping in the Baltic, Limited) was
formed, Stockholders of the company are: Zegluge Polska, Limited, Polske Zogluga
Na Olrze, Polskis Drogl Wodne, end the urban cormunities of Gdansk, Gdynia, Sopot,
Xolobrzeg, and Szczecin. The purpose of the enterprise ic major end minor coastal
shipping between FPolish porte, especially: (a) tramsport of passengers, mail,
and other freigat in Polish vessels or chartered vessels; (b) execution of the
over-all plan through pertinent operationse; (c) organization of tourist travel
and ocean trips; end (d) the building end maintenence of its own wharves and load-
ing and varehousing facilities.

Aa provided for in the Gryf invesiment plan, repairs have been started on
the wrecks left by the Germsns along the Polish seacoast. In 1947, the -follow-
Ing vessels wers to be restorad and put into operation: the passenger S5 Telimsns,
200 demd-weight tcns, the freighter SS Ban, 200 desd-weight tons, the paseenger
MS Jolanta, 200 dead-weight tons, and the passenger MS Grazyna, 115 dead-wsight
tons, received as pert of the reparaticmu. ‘

Repairs are to be completed on the following vessels: the passenger S5
Diana, 490 deed-weight tons, the passenger MS Oliwpia, 200 deed-weight tons, the
passenger SS Beniowski, 1,900 dead-veight tons (also received as reparatioms),
and several smaller vessels which will be used in minor ccestal traffic.

The 3-year investment plan of the Gryf provides for the repair of vrecks
wvhich are raised and for the purchase of vessels for coastal service.
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